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Hakka or Hoklo? A study on Hoklo-Hakkas in Taiwan through
A Chinese-English Dictionary: Hakka-Dialect as Spoken in

Kwang-tung Province

Lan Ching Shui

Abstract:

Hoklo-Hakka has become a hot topic in Hakka studies nowadays. But according to Shih
Tien-Fu , migrants from the Chao Shan language area in East Guang Dong province are
probably Hoklo-Hakkas in their hometown. While, it seems that in Taiwan, scholars with
Hakka people as their object of study have not accepted this opinion. Actually, through the
study on Hoklo-Hakkas, we can not only discuss the questions about ethnic identity, but also
realize the local economic activities, religious belief and social change. This paper tries to
make deeper research on this topic, and then reveals whether the group of Hoklo-Hakkas has
already existed in the mainland, or a unique phenomenon in Tai Wan. Meanwhile, close
attention will also be paid to the process of localization of Hoklo-Hakkas and the trace of

change in local society.

The author will word by word examine the A Chinese-English Dictionary:
Hakka-Dialect as Spoken in Kwang-tung Province edited by Rev. D. Maclver of Basel
Mission, and then investigate the phenomenon of Hoklolization in such districts as Yuan Lin,

Er Lin and Hu Xi in Zhang Hua County.

The author finds a large number of phonetic symbols for Si Hai Hua in the A
Chinese-English Dictionary: Hakka-Dialect as Spoken in Kwang-tung Province. This proves
that the communication between the dialects of Si Xian and Hai Lu began at least a hundred
years ago in the hometown of Hoklo-Hakkas, and the local people habituated themselves to
Si Hai Hua. Moreover, traces of Chao Shan dialect are also discovered, so that the so-called
Holoklization mentioned in the Hakka studies in Tai Wan existed already in the mainland,

and is not the unique phenomenon in Taiwan.


http://ndltd.ncl.edu.tw/cgi-bin/gs32/gsweb.cgi/ccd=HL1VaJ/search?q=ade=%22Tien-hui%20%20Shin%22.&searchmode=basic

Hakka dialects have gradually absorbed the pronunciation of Hoklo speech. For
example, “kau’’ tou”” (be admitted to) is read as “kau’’ tiau®*”, and “kiet’' kiet*' t’sau’'”
(haste) changed into “tit*! tit*' hang’'”. Except such words mixed with Hoklo speech, we also
find some immediately borrowed from there, such as “mo'' 1u’® ion™ ” (?), “tsin’ ki**”

*”(nice). The gradual change in language proves that the Hoklolization

(clearness), “sim®* set
of Hakka is a long and progressive process. While the Hololized Hoklo-Hakkas who live in
Yuan Lin, Er Lin and Xi Hu have already forgotten their identity of Hakka ethnic group.
What remains is only the designation, architectural style and some elements preserved in the
rite of sacrifice. The Hoklolization of Hakkas also tell us that after frequently communicating
with the advantaged, the disadvantaged will gradually identify themselves with the former,

and the assimilation is an inevitable historic fate.

The A Chinese-English Dictionary: Hakka-Dialect as Spoken in Kwang-tung Province
is not only an object of linguistics, but also provides another aspect of Hakka study. The
interaction between ethnic groups will easily be traced through linguistic change, and these
traces will lead us to a new study on the change of local society. The encounter of Fu Jian
and Hakka ethnic groups is not a process of amalgamation and assimilation, but also a true

portrayal of the history of Taiwan immigrants.

Key words: Hakka ethnic group, Hoklo-Hakka, localization, immigrant, social change
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